Senate Presidents’

An extraordinary session of the Senate Presidents’ Forum will be convened
July 8 to 12, 2009 in Berlin focusing on European strategies to improve en-
ergy efficiency and develop alternative energy sources.

Mark Your Calendar

Upcoming events on the Senate Presidents’

Forum calendar:

e July 8-12, 2009 Berlin, Germany on European
alternative solutions to energy needs.

e  October 6-11, 2009 St. Petersburg, Russia on
US/Russian relations.

e January 14-17, 2010 Bonita Springs, Florida
on immigration, healthcare, and fiscal updates.

e September 23-26, 2010 Santa Fe, New Mexico.

Don’t miss these opportunities to participate in
what senators have called “the outstanding meet-
ing of the legislative year.” To register, contact

Rose Swan by phone at (609) 497-1929 or via

email at roseswan@senpf.com.
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Winter Forum in Brief

The Senate Presidents’
Forum met in the midst of eco-
nomic crises facing the states.
Corina Eckl and Michael Bird,
National Conference of State
Legislatures, addressed the issues
head-on in an update on the
states’ economies and the feder-
al view of the crisis.

Sen. Peter Shumlin, Senate
President Pro Tempore, of
Vermont, urged senators to take
a unified stance to strengthen the
states’ voice in designing the
Economic Stimulus Package.

A healthcare reform coalition
of public and private sponsors
called “Divided We Fail,” was
described by Nancy LeaMond,
AARP, and Andy Mekelburg,
Verizon, a corporate sponsor.

Mark Horn, MD, Target
Health, assessed federal propos-
als and Enrique Martinez-Vidal,
AcademyHealth, reviewed state
efforts to control healthcare costs
and to expand coverage for the
uninsured. Laura Adams, Rhode
Island Quality Institute, and
David C. Kibbe, MD, American
Academy of Family Physicians,
demonstrated the importance of
information technology in
healthcare reform. Y
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[etter from the Chair

It is with great pleasure that [
take up my responsibilities
as Chair of the Senate
Presidents’ Forum. During
the 7 years that I have at
tended Forum events, I have
been impressed with the out-
standing quality of the speak-
ers, the timeliness of their
topics, and the applicability

of their information to issues

Sen. Bob Stenehjem (ND)

in the states.

The friendly, informal atmosphere and bipartisan
nature of the Senate Presidents’ Forum fosters great
friendships among the members and provides many
opportunities to compare ideas and share best prac-
tices. The demands of state senate leadership are large-
ly unknown except to those of us who serve. This
community of fellow senators provides a welcome
venue to deal with real issues. Our nation and all the
states are facing grave economic crises; however, we
have triumphed over such challenges in the past and
found solutions. The Senate Presidents’ Forum allows
creative problem-solving and provides the information
for practical solutions.

I extend a warm welcome to all senate leaders, and
I urge those who have not yet participated to add their
voices to the discussions in Berlin and St. Petersburg.

The Fiscal Cirisis - State Budget Update

Corina Eckl, Director, Fiscal Programs, National
Conference of State Legislatures (NCSL), described the
economic outlook for the states as “grim.” The econom-
ic crisis has fueled expectations of falling state revenues
and substantial budget shortfalls, as sales, corporate in-
come, and private income decline precipitously. For
some states, personal income tax makes up 70% of state
revenues. Eighteen states project decreases in personal
taxes, while half of the states forecast substantial de-
clines in sales and corporate tax revenues. Corporate tax-
es will not meet projections in 21 states, where, on
average, these funds make up 6.5% of the total state rev-

enue. In Delaware, corporate tax is 20% of total revenue.

Ms. Eckl reported data
from NCSL surveys on the
states’ 2009 fiscal outlook:
No states were optimistic,
26 were pessimistic, 18
were concerned, and 6 de-
scribed their situation as
stable. Eleven states have
already dipped into their
Rainy Day Funds to meet
while

those that have not are

ongoing expenses,

holding back because “they
expect things to get much
worse.”

Looking at 2009 budget
gaps as a percentage of
general fund budgets, Ms.
Eckl observed that, as of
November 2008, 6 states
faced a greater than 10%
shortfall, 12 states lacked
5% to 10%, and 15 states
had a gap of 1% to 4.9%.
Only 5 states foresaw a less
than 1% shortage. By FY
2010, the gap is greater
than 10% for 15 states and
5% to 10% for 10 states.
No states fall in the less

than 1% category.

Corina Eckl,
Programs, National Conference of
State Legislatures (NCSL), asked each
senator to describe the state’s economy.

Many states are facing substantial
deficits.

Director, Fiscal



state’s wealth is tied to the incomes of
Wall St. financial managers who live
in Connecticut. The economic crisis
will leave a $1 billion gap in the state’s
$18 billion 2009 budget, despite $700
million in budget cuts.

According to Standard
and Poors predictions, the
recession will end in the
third quarter of 2009, Ms.
Eckl reported. In contrast,
the Great Depression last-
ed 43 months; the down-
in 1981 and 1973
lasted 16 months, and, by
January, the current crisis
had already lasted 15
months. Ms. Eckl noted

that state balances contin-

turns

ue to decline even after re-
cessions end, suggesting
that 2010 and 2011 will be
difficult years for states’
budgets. Ms. Eckl reported
that the states will face an
$80 billion budget gap in
2010. She asked the
Senators to discuss what
was happening in their
states and to describe the
strategies they had adopted
to address expected short-

falls.

ting initiatives being adopted

Some of the costcut

include across-the-board cuts

in 20 states, with 10 more

f’—‘-\f T

Sen. Malcolm A. Smith (NY) reported
that New York anticipates a $15 bil-
lion deficit in 2009. In response, the
Senate operating budget was cut 3%.
NY’s state agencies, the 10,000 local
governments, and 600 authorities will
be consolidated where possible.

states contemplating them. In
20 states, higher education
budgets have been cut, and K-
12 budgets are being trimmed
in 19
Florida, for example, has cut

$140 per student. Medicaid

and Corrections spending

or targeted states.

are on the chopping block in
20 states. Eleven states have
already implemented reduc-
tions in aid to local govern-
ments, with 5 planning to
follow suit. California may be
forced to distribute IOUs for
state income tax refunds, Ms.
Eckl noted. Many states are
imposing layoffs and work-
force reductions, travel bans,
hiring and salary freezes, and
early retirement. Sen. Ed
DeGrange MD) said, even af-
ter raising taxes last year, his
state faces an almost $2 bil-
lion deficit in 2010. While
Maryland has not tapped its
Rainy Day Funds, deep cuts
are expected in the 2009 bud-
get, with layoffs and across-
the-board reductions.

Sen. Tony Rand (NC) projected a $2
billion shortfall for his state in 2009,
about 8-10% of the budget. “We are
holding back funds and watching to see
how April 15th revenues are affected.
We’ve got a mess and we’re going to
have to dig out of it,” he said.

In a dramatic departure
from precedent, legislators
and higher education employ-
ees were asked to give back 5
days of salary to state coffers.
Government workers will
have furloughs ranging from
2 days for those earning
$40,000 or less per year, up to
5 days for workers with
salaries over $60,000.

Other short-term attempts
to close the budget gaps in-
clude delaying capital pro-
jects, shifting “Pay-as-You-Go”
funding to debt, imposing
purchasing freezes, and con-
sidering tax amnesty pro-
grams. But these quick fixes
may not solve the longer term
fiscal pressures, Ms. Eckl said.

Taking an optimistic view
of a dire situation, Ms. Eckl
pointed out that the fiscal cri-
sis can provide opportunities
for state legislatures to intro-
duce efficiencies. Vested in-
terests will have to take a back
seat to the realities of down-
sized budgets, she said.




A

Sen. Steve Morris (KS) said his state
had projected a $300 million budget
gap in July 2008, before the crisis hit.
Now projections top out at a $1 billion
shortfall for 2010 as manufacturing
jobs are lost and revenues decline.

Sen. Peter Shumlin (VT)
reported that Vermont’s pro-
gressive income tax means a
handful of payers contribute
almost 40% of the income tax
revenues, based on capital
gains. With the stock market
collapse, their gains evaporat-
ed, sending state revenues
plummeting. $600 million of
the state’s $4 billion budget is
discretionary spending that
will have to be cut by $100
million in 2009.

Sen. Fred Risser (WI) discussed col-
laborative agreements between his
state and Minnesota to share costs,
consolidate common services, and buy
in bulk to generate savings that may
reduce the $5.4 billion joint deficit
faced by the 2 states.

Sen. Bob Stenehjem (ND) called his
state “stable,” and anticipated increas-
es in personal and corporate taxes in
2009. The state’s $1 billion budget is
fueled by revenues from oil, coal, and
farm commodities.

Alaska’s 2009 budget pro-

jections were based on oil rev-
enues when oil was $74 per
barrel. With oil at $34 per
barrel, the state anticipates a
$2.5 billion gap in 2009.

In some states, budget cuts
are accompanied by proposed
New York is
contemplating an “obesity
tax” on sugar-laden soft
drinks. North Carolina is de-

bating a 50 cent tax on ciga-

tax increases.

rettes and alcohol that would

Sen. Tom Alexander (SC) attributed
the near $1 billion 2009 gap to drops
in tourism and manufacturing. To fill
the gap, the Capital Reserve Fund and
agency budgets were cut, in addition to
a 7% across-the-board budget cut.

net $240 million in revenue.
The legislature also is weigh-
ing the $50 million commit-
ment to cancer research made
in 2008 and considering revi-
sions to this funding. South
Carolina implemented a 7
cent tax on cigarettes and is
trying to raise it to 50 cents to
cut the deficit.

This unprecedented eco-
nomic crisis challenges us to

find innovative solutions, Ms.

Eckl concluded. ik

)

Sen. Charlie Shields (MO) reported
that his state’s 2009 budget looked
good in November 2008, but by
January, a half-billion dollar crevasse
had opened, sinking 6.5% of the
General Fund 2009 budget, with a
projected $1 billion deficit in 2010.

Sen. Earl Ray Tomblin (WV) ex-
plained that while his state has not re-
ported a FY 2009 budget gap, its
transition from “stable” to “con-
cerned” is based on declining revenues
from the energy sector and concerns
about expanding unemployment.



The Fiscal Cirisis — Federal Update

Michael Bird, Senior Federal Affairs
Counsel for the National Conference
of State Legislatures (NCSL) dis-
cussed federal responses to the econom-
ic crisis.

Michael Bird described a
sense of crisis in the federal
government response to the
current economic meltdown.
“President Obama and his
economic team understand
the magnitude of the prob-
lem,” Mr. Bird
“They understand the
state/federal
and are open to the give-and-

take of ideas.”

reported.

relationships

The Obama administra-
tion has committed to a fast-
track program designed to
produce results by Presidents’
Day, February 20, just one
month after taking office.
The package is likely to focus
on investments in infrastruc-
ture, healthcare, capital build-
ing projects that are “ready to
20,” and schools.

Mr. Bird cautioned that
federal programs are likely to
be a band-aid, rather than full
solutions to the states’ eco-

nomic problems.

The American Recovery
and Reinvestment Bill of
2009 is “a first crucial step in
a concerted effort to create
and save 3 to 4 million jobs,
jumpstart our economy, and
begin the process of trans-
forming it for the 21st centu-
ry with $275 billion in tax
cuts, $550 billion in priority

investments, and with strin-

gent accountability mea-
”» .

sures, accor- ding to

Congressional press releases.
The package contains tax
cuts and business incentives
for environmentally sound
capital projects such as mass
transit and for energy conser-
vation. It increases the federal
match for state Medicaid ex-
penditures, and provides ad-
ditional funds to states with
high unemployment, as well
as $150 billion for the unem-
ployed or under-insured, and
for health information tech-
nology projects. Schools will
benefit from additional fund-

ing in the stimulus package.

A key challenge for the
states will be to have a voice in
the decisions concerning con-
ditions set on the federal re-
lief funds, anh how they are
distributed and allocated. The
states want the funds to pass
through the legislative process
rather than being handed to
the Governors.

The states also want to
eliminate that
would take funds right off the
top. “Federal legislators hear

“earmarks”

from lobbyists all the time.
Everyone is in line for these
funds.
states be heard,” the Sen.
Peter Shumlin (VT) said. To

create a unified voice advocat-

It’s critical that the

ing for the Sen.
Shumlin, with 30 other state
senate leaders from Alaska to

Wyoming, and with the NC-

SL, sent a letter to majority

states,

and minority leaders in the

federal House and Senate ex-

pressing a unified states’ view
of the
Package. &

Economic Stimulus

Sen. Peter Shumlin (VT) organized Senate leaders around the country in a unit-
ed stand to ensure that state legislatures have a woice in decisions about the

Economic Stimulus Package.




State Legislative Leaders’ Letter to Congress

“We, the nation’s state leg-
islative leaders, urge you to
pass legislation stabilizing the
economy and stimulating eco-
nomic recovery and growth
when Congress convenes in
January. Solving the econom-
ic challenges in our country
requires bold action and a
partnership among all levels
of government. Temporary
and targeted federal assistance
to states and individuals is
critical in a time of deteriorat-
ing state budget conditions.

As of today, states are fac-
ing a cumulative budget short
fall of nearly $100 billion,
after already closing a $53
billion gap. To make matters
worse, state finances will
continue to deteriorate in the
months,

coming perhaps

years. Because of state bal-
anced budget requirements,
state lawmakers are being
compelled to cut spending, in-
crease revenues, and delay
important infrastructure
projects. These actions will
prolong and deepen the ef-
fects of the economic down-
turn.

The state fiscal situation is
so critical that it threatens the
viability of essential state pro-
grams and services, particular-
ly those assisting vulnerable
populations most disadvan-
taged by the recession.”

The letter went on to out-
line 3 key investment cate-

which

agreed were critical for the

gories, legislators

states’ economic recovery.

The letter recommended
specific investments. First, in-
vestments in infrastructure to
create jobs and satisfy public
needs such as transportation
and public infrastructure, and
a temporary waiver of state
matching requirements to en-
sure that these projects get
started quickly.

Second, the letter urged a
temporary increase in the fed-
eral Medicaid match to assist
those who lose healthcare cov-
erage because of the economy,
Food
Stamp benefits and extended

and supplemental

unemployment insurance
benefits for those who have
exhausted state benefits.
Third, relieve the burden
of unfunded mandates and
pass the Sales Tax Fairness
and Simplification Act to re-
duce collection costs for busi-
nesses. This would provide
$30 billion in relief to the
states at no expense to the fed-

eral government.

Sales tax fairness led to an
impassioned discussion about
Internet sales taxes.

Sen. Donald Williams (CT):

Five years ago, Congress
rejected an Internet sales tax
because the web was a “fledg-

Today, brick

and mortar businesses, which

ling” business.

employ millions, pay property
taxes, and generate local rev-
enue, are penalized as their
sales plummet while Internet
sales skyrocket. We should
have an Internet sales tax and
level the retail field.

Sen. Tony Rand (NC): Our
state loses $300 million dol-
lars a year in sales taxes on
Internet purchases. This is a
6.5% discount over buying lo-
cally. It disadvantages local
business that pay their dues.
Internet sales tax is not a new
tax, but applies an existing tax
fairly across the board. Sales
taxes are the state’s source of
revenue. States should be able
to tax Internet sales. i

(CT) advocates for a unified, bipartisan approach so the states can make the most
of the Economic Stimulus Package. “It is time for ‘All hands on deck,” ” he said.



Call to Action: Healthcare Reform 2009

Mark Horn, MD, Target Health and
MedaConsults said the healthcare sys-
tem is the problem and system-wide
changes are required.

Mark Horn, MD,

over 20 years in the pharma-

spent

ceutical industry and is well-
versed on all sides of the
healthcare debate. Currently
Principal Consultant at
MedaConsults LLC, a health
policy, medical and scientific
consulting firm, he said the
US healthcare system is fatal-
ly flawed.

“The US far outspends
other countries for healthcare
investing more than $7000
Dr.
Horn said. Switzerland is sec-
ond at less than $4000 per

“However,

per person annually,”

year. spending
does not ensure better care.”
Patients in states with high av-
erage spending are no more
likely to receive recommend-
ed care for common health
problems than are those in
states with lower spending.
With healthcare spending
in the US totaling more than

$2 trillion a year and 45 mil-

lion people in the US lacking
health insurance, healthcare
reform is a top priority.

Federal spending on
Medicare and Medicaid was
20% of the total federal bud-
get in 2007. By 2050, it may
reach 40%. Today, the states
spend 22% of their budgets
on Medicaid.

Private insurance is equal-
ly a problem. The cost of in-
suring a family increased
119% from 1999 to 2008, ris-
ing from about $6000 to
$12,000 per year; one-third of
the cost is borne by employ-
ers, the rest by employees.
Furthermore, the fine print in
many insurance policies trans-
lates to lack of coverage when
people need it most.

Reform proposals range
from employer or individual
mandates, to Medicare-for-all,
and to tax breaks to make in-
surance more affordable; but

there is no consensus on

these proposals.

“The current fiscal crisis
will drive the re-invention of
our healthcare system,” Dr.
Horn predicted.

The Baucus plan is one
strategy being considered in
Congress. Its 6 elements in-
clude: A focus on individual
responsibility, strengthening
the employer-based system,
access to affordable coverage
for individuals and small busi-
ness through health insur-
ance exchange, strengthening
public programs (Medicaid,
SCHIP, IHS), a focus on pre-
vention and wellness, and a
plan to address health dispar-
ities.

“There is a predisposition
at the federal level to allow ex-
periments to make healthcare
access more equitable, includ-
Medicaid
waiver process more flexible
Dr. Horn ob-

served. “States have an oppor-

ing making the
for states,”

tunity to create their own

reforms,” he concluded. i

M

Sen. Glenn Coffee (OK) and Sen. Tom Niehaus (OH) discussed their views on
healthcare reform as it affects their states. The Forum offers opportunities to com-
pare ideas about solutions to problems shared by the states.




The “Divided We Fail” Platform

A Bipartisan Initiative

Divided We Fail (DWF) is
a major national initiative to
put healthcare and financial
security at the top of the na-
tion’s agenda. The initiative is
funded and directed by a con-
sortium including AARP, the
Roundtable, the
Service Employees Interna-
and the

Federation of

Business
tional Union,
National
Independent Business.
AARP’s representative to
DWF, Nancy LeaMond, and
Andy Mekelburg, who serves
as Verizon’s representative in
described
DWF’s goals as seeking solu-

the coalition,

tions to reduce inefficiencies
in healthcare delivery and en-
suring financial security for all
Americans.

central to
healthcare solutions,” Ms.
LeaMond said. “The states
provide the services and know
the people’s needs.” DWF an-
ticipates working with the

“States are

states to implement solutions.
DWF estimates that 30%
of the $2.2 trillion spent an-
nually for healthcare in the
US is inappropriately or inef-
ficiently used and does not
produce positive outcomes.
Healthcare
technology (IT) will be a key

information

element in eliminating these
inefficiencies, according to
Mr. Mekelburg.
healthcare IT would reduce

Improved

redundant tests, better track
patient history, and provide

databases to determine the ef-

ficacy of treatments. Better
healthcare IT will not only re-
duce costs, but also enhance
outcomes, according to Mr.
Mekelburg. It will allow access
to point-of-care decision sup-
port, provide continuity of pa-
tient records, and make
prescribing more transparent.
Healthcare IT will open up
opportunities for consulta-
tion through telemedicine
that may improve patient out-

comes, he said. i

Each year $2.2 trillion
dollars are spent in the US
for healthcare, or $7341 per
person. Unfortunately, this
investment does not correlate
with better patient outcomes
according to Divided We
Fail, a consortium working

for healthcare reform.

Nancy LeaMond, AARP, Executive
Vice President, directs AARP’s partic-
ipation in DWF.

Andy Mekelburg, Federal Government
Relations, Verizon, described the corpo-
rate role in the DWF consortium.

Jan Burrus, GlaxoSmithKline, left, and John Steele, Tyco International, closely
followed the discussion of healthcare access, cost, quality, and wellness, which are
the driving forces behind healthcare reform.



Controlling Costs & Expanding
Healthcare for the Uninsured

Martinez-Vidal

works with state policy leaders

Enrique

to develop strategies to im-
prove insurance coverage and
foster broad healthcare re-
form. In his role as Project
Director for the State Quality
Improvement Institute, he as-

sist states that are ready to

make substantial commit-
ments to quality improve-
ment and to facilitate

development of concrete ac-
tion plans.

Mr. Martinez-Vidal re-
minded the senators that the
portion of family income
needed to buy health insur-
ance rose from 7.3% in 1987
to 209 in 2009. Today, a per-
son earning minimum wage
would spend $12,000, his en-
tire salary, to provide health-
care insurance for his family.

The factors driving health
reform include the large unin-
sured population, which ex-
ceeds 23% of the population
in many border states, as well
as declining employer-spon-
sored insurance, and rising
costs and premiums that are
increasingly unaffordable.

According to Mr.
Martinez- Vidal, the key ele-
ments of an effective health-
care reform program focus on
access, cost, quality, and well-
ness. “One size does not fit

he said.

Different populations require

all” in healthcare,

different solutions. Key ques-
tions revolve around who will

pay and who will benefit.

Whether or not to man-
date insurance coverage, how
to make insurance affordable,
and deciding how benefit pro-
grams should be designed are
other outstanding policy is-
sues. Most states are experi-
menting with healthcare
reforms, and the federal gov-
ernment is likely to adopt
ideas that prove successful.
Many provisions in the
Baucus proposal came from
state experiments, according
to Mr. Martinez-Vidal.

Effective programs address
access, systems improvement,
and cost containment simul-
taneously, but reforms must
be sequenced, that is, incre-
mental but with a vision of
the outcome. “Success re-
quires shared financial re-
sponsibility, public/private
partnerships, and sometimes
mandated participation. It re-
quires bipartisan leadership,
readiness to act, opportunity,
and persistence,” he said.

In response to Sen. David
Long’s (IN) question about
the Obama administration’s
response to the Baucus plan,
Mr. Martinez-Vidal observed
that the Obama plan has ele-
ments in common with the
Baucus plan. However, he
pointed out, healthcare re-
form ultimately will be a cre-
ation of the legislature,
particularly the Senate. An ef-
fective reform plan will re-
quire bipartisan cooperation

and universal support.

Vice

Martinez-Vidal is
President of AcademyHealth and
Director of the Robert Wood Johnson

Enrique

Foundation's State
Initiatives (SCI) program.

Cowverage

Sen. Charlie Shields (MO):
Access to primary care is a
growing problem nationwide.
Mr. Martinez-Vidal: Everyone
needs a “medical home” or
primary care source where
they go for care. Pennsylvania
met this need by allowing
RNs, NPs, and PAs to work at
their highest level of ability.
Now, instead of incurring a
costly emergency room vis-
it for minor illnesses, peo-
ple make appointments
with their medical home,

which trims costs. i

Sen. David Long (IN) asked how the
Obama administration wviews the
Baucus proposal.




Health Information Technology: A Key to Reform

Laura Adams, CEO and President,
Rhode Island Quality Institute, a collab-
oration of healthcare stakeholders
working together to transform the
state‘s healthcare system.

Laura Adams leads Rhode
Island’s campaign to trans-
form the healthcare system
through coordinated, tech-
nology-based efforts. While
acknowledging that technolo-
gy will not solve all the prob-
lems of healthcare reform,
Ms. Adams pointed to incre-
mental successes already in ef-
fect in her state. A single
database was developed for re-
porting central line infec-
tions. As soon as these data
became public, facilities with
a higher incidence were iden-
tified, reviewed, and trained,
thereby reducing incidence.

Inclusiveness and trans-
parency are key to designing
the program, Ms. Adams said.
All stakeholders, represented
by top leadership, are engaged
in the decision-making
process. They have the power
to implement changes. When

concerns about data security

and safety surfaced from the
ACLU and agencies against
domestic violence, they were
invited to the table as partici-
pants in designing effective
controls.

“With transparency, peo-
ple are less likely to serve their
own needs by blocking an
idea that is in the public
good,” Ms. Adams said.

We have a toxic health-
care payment system, accord-
ing to Ms. Adams. Doctors
are paid for illness, not for
positive outcomes, she said.

Achieving lower health-
care costs and better out-
comes may be facilitated by
health information technolo-
gy (IT), according to David C.
Kibbe, MD, Senior Advisor
to the American Academy of
Family Physicians. Dr. Kibbe
presented 5 IT-dependent in-
novations that could make
staying healthy and treating
illness more affordable, per-
sonalized, and convenient.

1. The connected medical
home model provides “Right
Size” care, assuring coordina-
The

medical home approach is as-

tion, and continuity.
sociated with lower emer-
gency room utilization, fewer
hospital admissions, lower
per-person costs, improved
quality of care, and higher pa-
tient satisfaction.

2. Point-of-care decision

support brings evidence-

based,
care right to the patient side.

computer-delivered

David C. Kibbe, MD, Senior Advisor,
American Academy of Family Physicians
is both a clinician and co-developer of
the Continuity of Care Record, a stan-
dard for electronic medical records.

3. Continuity of Care
Records (CCR) for everyone
health

records, making them private,

will standardize
portable, and accessible from
anywhere. CCRs will improve
coordination of care, ensur-
ing that healthcare providers
know the patient’s history.

4. Online

telemedicine bring the solu-

care and
tion to the patient through
communication by e-mail,
telephone, or hand-held de-
vice. It allows collaboration
through telemedicine, and
makes health monitoring pos-
sible in real time.

5. Tools such as online in-
formation and self-directed
follow-up activities can close
the “collaboration gap,” en-
abling patients to participate
in their own care, which may
enhance healthy behaviors
and support wellness, Dr.

Kibbe concluded.



Sen. David Long (IN): Does
healthcare IT require a
change in the HIPAA laws in
order to share the data?

Ms. Adams: The
changes for healthcare IT are
legal under the current
HIPAA Act. In fact, the RI
system far exceeds HIPAA in
its privacy and security protec-

data ex-

tions.

Sen. Donald Williams (CT):
The RI plan makes partici-
pants “opt in.” Why is that?
Why not automatically enter
them into the system and re-
quire them to opt out?

Ms. Adams: Opting in allows
participants to know what
they are signing onto and that
their information will be se-
cure. An effective system re-
quires that consumers are
confident in the privacy of the
data.

(OH):
the
Economic Stimulus Package
for healthcare IT. What provi-

sions are there to ensure that

Sen. Tom Niehaus

There are funds in

each state doesn’t develop its
own proprietary system, creat-
ing isolated silos of informa-
tion that do not interconnect?
Dr. Kibbe: This is a key con-
cern. It is essential to under-
stand information will be
shared among doctors and de-
livery sites. And to consider
how patients can access their
own healthcare records easily,
even when traveling or after
moving to another state.
Standards such as CCR and
interoperability standards are
fundamental to the success of
healthcare IT endeavors. il

Sen. Thomas Alexander (SC) looks on as Vans Stevenson, Motion Picture
Association of America (left), spoke with Sen. Malcolm A. Smith (NY) about the
economic challenges facing New York and strategies to manage the deficit.

Sen. Earl Ray Tomblin (WV), Sen. Lowell Barron (AL), Sen. Tony Rand (NC),
and Marie Chelli, The Chelli Group, (left to right) posed during a break in the ses-
sions. They have all attended Forum events for many years.

Sen. Tom Niehaus (OH), Francis Fitzgerald, Eli Lilly & Company, and Sen.
Thomas V. Mike Miller, Jr. (MD) enjoyed the camaraderie of the Forum, which
allows time for discussions during the sessions.









